
November 7, 2017 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  After a few additions, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion, and all voted 
in favor.  
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes of the October 19th meeting.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 19th meeting as submitted, Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall presented further information regarding the installation of the proposed parking lot light.  The 
estimated installation of the light would be $250.00 to $275.00 along with the fixture cost would be right around $1,000.00 
to light the east parking lot.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve purchase and 
installation of the proposed parking lot light.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach gave an update to the board on the District 3 AMC meeting which he attended at Mahnomen 
on October 26th.  He noted that a lot of the conversation was regarding levy range increases from 1-5%, and health 
insurance renewal rates ranging from 0-20%.  He also mentioned that they were supporting the new pipeline, even though 
there is some issue with taxation in past years.  Commissioner Bommersbach also stated that there was some talk regarding 
creating a regional dispatch center as many of the District 3 counties have been experiencing difficulty in hiring and 
retaining dispatchers.   
 
Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, addressed the board regarding cracked arch windows in the Recorder’s Office and 
Veteran’s Service Office.  Kari presented an estimate from Fargo Glass & Paint to replace the two arch windows at a cost of 
$1,452.64.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to replace the windows thru Fargo Glass & Paint.  Commissioner 
Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Discussion then ensued regarding the estimates received for cleaning the windows at the Courthouse.  After much 
discussion about the bids received from A&B Window Cleaning, Squeegee Squad, and Brite-Way Window Cleaning, and also 
whether we really needed to wash the windows inside and out, Commissioner Bommersbach asked if we could bring Kelly 
Kappes, Custodian, into the meeting and asked whether he would be able to wash the lower level windows.  Kelly stated 
that he has in the past, or had his summer help wash the windows, however, this year he did not think they had been done.   
Commissioner Bommersbach felt this would be a way to save the $300.00 which were quoted for the lower level windows.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Squeegee Squad proposal to wash the 2nd story and 3rd story 
windows for a total of $1,450.00 at the time that suits the vendor.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on vote 
the motion passed on a 3-2 vote, with Commissioner Redland and Commissioner Bommersbach voting against.   
 
Kristy Rott, NMPH, presented the board with the agreement from the Dekko Community Center with the Dekko providing a 
corporate membership for Norman County at a cost of $350.00 per month, which will allow all full-time county employees 
as well as permanent part-time employees and their families to use the Dekko Center 24/7.  The agreement will begin 
January 1, 2018.  After a few questions for Kristy, Chairman Gunderson signed the agreement.   
 
After a short break at 9:55 a.m., Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented the Road and Bridge agenda 
beginning with a resolution regarding the transfer of accumulated balances in excess of two years of municipal account 
apportionments.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 11-07-2017-1 to allow the 
Commissioner of Transportation to transfer $122,117 in excess of two years apportionment into the Regular Construction 
Account.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was unanimously adopted.   
 
Next on the engineer’s agenda was a 3 year gravel agreement between Loretta Tastad and Norman County to remove 
gravel from a pit in the NE1/4 of Section 23-144-43 at a rate of $1.25 per cubic yard with the county agreeing to pay the 
gravel tax on the gravel removed from this site.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve entering into the 3 year agreement with Loretta Tastad for the years 2017, 2018, and 2019.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then expressed her thanks to the board for participating in the annual road tour on November 3rd, stating that 
it has been a very busy year, and a lot of projects were completed, and she expected that one more would be completed 
this week or early next week.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then presented the board with an affidavit for duplicate of lost warrant from Karen Mulari in the 
amount of $431.69 for warrant 420272 originally issued on March 8, 2017.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the affidavit of lost warrant, waive the bond and reissue the warrant for Karen Mulari in the amount of $431.69.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then presented the board with three registration applications for beaver trappers according to 
the newly enacted Beaver Control Policy.  The applications were from Matt Wagner of Ada, Christopher Lee of Twin Valley, 
and Randall Olson of Fertile.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the three individuals as designated 
trappers for Norman County.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



 
A/T Hanson then presented the board with a donation from the MN Alliance on Crime for the Crime Victim Advocate 
Program as a reimbursement for training that Sonja Meline had attended.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve 
acceptance of the donation to the Crime Victim Advocate Program.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then presented the board with an agreement from Hildi Inc for consulting services with regard to actuarial 
services required by the GASB 75 statements.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve the consulting service agreement with Hildi Inc.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, presented his agenda.  The first item of discussion was the Riparian Buffer Aid and costs 
involved with that program.  Lori Thronson and Mark Christianson, NCSWCD, were also in attendance for this portion of Mr. 
Johanson’s agenda.  Ms. Thronson addressed the board concerning the fact that with all they have done to help the county 
with the initial phases of this project, they have spent an additional $6,000 plus on the buffer process over and above what 
they have received from the state.  They at this time would like to request an additional $10,000 from the county from the 
Riparian Buffer Aid the county received to cover those expenses and any additional they may spend in the next two 
months.  They also would like to request an additional $30,000 from the county for 2018 as they will have much more 
expense in the coming year with all of the ditches needing to come into compliance.  After much discussion, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve $10,000 in additional Riparian Aid to Norman County SWCD for 2017.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The county will table the 2018 request until SWCD comes in to 
discuss their 2018 budget next month.   
 
Mr. Johanson then presented the board with the Emergency Operations Plan for the county.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Norman County Emergency Operations Plan as presented.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next on Garry’s agenda was an update on the landfill permit.  Garry stated that Mike Mondloch of the State Pollution 
Control Agency would like to have a conference call with the board regarding the permit process.  Commissioners Jacobson 
and Gunderson asked Garry to set this call up on Wednesday, November 8th, at 9:00 a.m. if at all possible.    
 
Mr. Johanson also updated the board on the SCORE Grant for FY2018.  Norman County will receive $67,729.  Garry then 
updated the board on the Courthouse Security Grant.  Stating that Norman County would receive $12,000 in grant dollars, 
which would require a match of $12,000 from the county and these funds would be used to install key card entries to six 
doors in the courts area, as well as install duress alarms throughout the courthouse.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve the Safe and Secure Courthouse Initiative Grant Agreement in the amount of $12,000 with a 
county match.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting and Commissioner Hall then brought forth discussion on whether the 
county should make the county attorney position a full-time position rather than a part-time position as it is considered at 
this time.  Mr. Brue will come back at the next meeting with more information regarding the process of making this change 
and the advantages or disadvantages to making this change.  Attorney Brue also mentioned the possibility of relocating his 
office to the courthouse, possibly in the Court Administration area.   
 
Attorney Brue also shared that Judge Schieferdecker had approached James regarding hosting the “High School Mock 
Trials” on January 17, 2018.  James felt this would be a wonderful way to showcase the renovations to the courtroom and 
also a very good learning experience for those involved.  James stated that he, Judge Schieferdecker and Joy Michaels, 
attorney from the DL area would be forming the 3 judge panel.   
 
Attorney Brue also updated the board on upcoming court cases.  James also mentioned the upcoming Opioid presentation 
titled “Our Deadly Realities” to be held at the Ada-Borup High School on November 8th at 6:30 p.m. and encouraged all to 
attend.  James is one of the panel members, along with Sarah Kjono, NMPH, and Ben Fall, NCSD, as well as other members 
from the community.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if all commissioners had reviewed the bills as presented.   After further review, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Road & Bridge - $ 71,491.45  Revenue - $ 30,462.41  Building - $ 1,013.66 
   
Public Health - $ 2,711.81   County Homes - $ 130.00  TOTAL:  $ 105,809.33 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Seeing there were no other matters before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 11:35 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


